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NSFAS ALLOWANCES MANAGED RESPONSIBLY AT ORBIT TVET COLLEGE 
 
The current student unrest at ORBIT TVET College Mankwe Campus revolves mainly around the 
non-payment of NSFAS allowances to students.  The payment of NSFAS allowances pertain to 
two periods:  The first being the backlog in terms of payment of 2017/2018 allowances.  The 
mopping up process of the huge backlogs in NSFAS payments experienced nationally is currently 
underway and is a process that is not specifically handled by the College.  The process is 
spearheaded by DHET and NSFAS who, in turn, provide directives to the College in terms of 
managing the process.   
To this effect, ORBIT College has done justice in ensuring that all students at the College who 

qualify to receive NSFAS allowances do indeed receive their money.  Due to this national backlog, 

499 students have not been paid for 2017.  For 2018 only 164 students have not been paid yet 

due to issues revolving around students not having signed the Schedules of Particulars.  

However, the College is continuously addressing the matter as a priority.  

The second period pertains to 2019 registered students who have not yet received their NSFAS 

allowances.   Of the 4 580 students who qualified for NSFAS bursaries in 2019, only 836 have 

not been paid their allowances yet.  This includes 362 students from Rustenburg Campus, 268 

students from Brits Campus and 206 students from Mankwe Campus.  These numbers indicate 

that a small number of students across all three campuses are affected by non-payment of NSFAS 

bursaries, yet it is only Mankwe Campus students who are on strike.  One may ask the question 

as to why the other two campuses are then not in support of the strike if NSFAS non-payment is 

such a critical issue.  

Currently there are only 788 students who are yet to receive their allowances, due to failing to 

submit their correct banking details to the College, thus making it impossible for the College to 

pay them their allowances.  

Special efforts have been made to notify these students of this gap so that they can receive the 

money that is due to them.  Various communication platforms have been used for this purpose, 

including personal telephone calls, SMS messages and the College social media platforms. 

All payments that have been effected, were made strictly in accordance with the 2019 NSFAS 

Bursary guidelines and meticulous records are kept of all payments made. 

It also needs be noted that all campuses are represented by their respective leadership on the 

Financial Aid Committee of the College, constituted as per the 2019 NSFAS Bursary guidelines. 

The student leadership representatives are fully aware of the progress made thus far in terms of 

payments and non-payments and they all have access to the full picture of the statistics as 

indicated above.  This includes the leadership of Mankwe Campus who initiated the strike at the 

campus. 

The Management of the College remains committed to clear this small backlog as soon as 

possible so that no student enrolled at ORBIT College is denied a rightful opportunity to study. 
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